OUTGOING MESSAGE 


OHF D 


tMIMAk Cl«nw 0 «^T 

cm AC# torn 

0 0 0 


SECRMT NOp^fTTRACT 


CONF: 


INFO: FILE 


1 


4 


11 


• 


• 


• 


> 


• 


• 





PAOC 

•» MMtO 


Cff« 


Q «M1 OISSiM »Y: 

Q MO IHOC* 

Q MCTWMOTO FEE 



FACTO TRUCEi HHZLC A PRISONER EXCHANGE REPORTEDLY IS BEING 
NEGOTIATED-! THERE ARC OTHER INDICATIONS THAT NEITHER SIDE IS 
SERIOUSLY SEEKING A PERNANENT TRUCE. OADHAFI THUS FAR APPEARS 
TO HAVE GAINED A GREAT DEAL OF DOHCSTIC POLITICAL RILCAGC FRON 
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THE CONFLICT WITH EGYPT. FOR THEIR PARTi THE EGYPTIANS ARE 
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CLEARLY KEEPING THEIR OPTIONS OPEN TO TAKE FURTHER ACTION AGAINST 
LIBYA. V 

m[| //PRESIDENT flADHAFI STILL HAS NOT RESPONDED TO EGYPT'S 
UNILATERAL DECLARATION OF A CEASE-FIRE AND APPARENTLY INTENDS 
TO RESIST DOING S0.//V 

mHH //the EGYPTIANS REPORTEDLY BELIEVE THAT OADHAFI IS 
SinPLY TRYING TO BUY TINE IN ORDER TO PREPARE THE LIBYAN PUB- 
LIC AND MILITARY FOR A RETALIATORY STRIKE AGAINST EGYPT. flADHAFI 
IS PROBABLY EQUALLY SUSPICIOUS OF THE EGYPTIANS^ HE BELIEVES 
IN ANY CASE THAT HE HAS INTERNATIONAL SYMPATHY ON HIS SIDE 
AND THAT HE CAM MIN THE POLITICAL BAR-* IF NOT THE MILITARY 
BATTLE. //V 
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//OTHER SOURCES TEN» TO CONFIRR THAT THE LIBYAN 
PRESS HAS, IM EFFECT, CREATE® A VICTORY FOR flAOHAFI THAT ROST 


LIBYANS SO FAR ARE HAPPY TO ACCEPT 
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//WE DOUBT THAT OADHAFI WILL BE ABLE TO KEEP HIS PEOPLE 
FROfI KNOWING THE EXTENT OF LIBYAN LOSSES FOR VERY LONG<« ALTHOUGH 
THE LIBYANS HAVE IGNORED EGYPTIAN ACCOUNTS OF THE SITUATION AND 
HAVE LITTLE ACCESS TO OTHER INFORHATION SERVICES. //V 

mmm //the Libyan people are not likely to be too concerned 

ABOUT THE DAHAGE AND EflUIPHENT LOSSES THAT THEY HAVE BEEN TOLD 
WERE INFLICTED BY EGYPTIAN SURPRISE ATTACKS. THEY DID-i HOWEVER, 
PROTEST THE HIGH CASUALTY RATE SUFFERED BY LIBYAN "PEACEKEEPING 
TROOPS" IN LEBANON LAST YEAR, AND THEIR CURRENT ENTHUSIASM NAY 
DAHPEri CONSIDER/ BLY AS NEWS OF CASUALTY FIGURES SPREADS. THE 
EuYPTuANS CL AM THE LIBYANS LOST CLOSE TO SOQ SOLDIERS, ALTHOUGH 
THIS FIGURE PROWAHLY IS E^AGGERATED.V 
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//LIBYA REPORTtBLY IS C0MTINUIM6 TO ROBILIZE RE- 
«RVISTS, WTH PERHAPS AS RANY AS 7,000 ALREABY BE1M6 RECALLEB. 
nILlTARY TSg«S ARB CONPISCATEB CIVILIAN VEHICLES ARE REPORTEB 
BEING SENT.IO THE EAST. ONUSUAL fLUHTS BY LIBYAN TU-BB BOHBERS ^ 
TOOK PLACE OVER TRIPOLI YESTERBAY, POSSIBLY TO BUTTRESS LIBYAN 
nORALE IN ANTICIPATION Of NEU fISHTING. 

3. ussr-egypt-libya.|H ” 

TO THE fIGHTING BETUEEN EGYPT ANB LIBYA, SOVIET PRESIBENT ANB PARTY 
LEABER BREZHNEV TEPIBLY REHARKEB ON TUESBAY THAT HE HAB -NECEIVEB UITH 
CONCERN" THE NEUS Of HOSTILITIES IN SONE AREAS Of AfRICA. TUESBAY- 1 
IPRAVBA ALSOO CARRIEB A STATEHENT BY THE SEIII-OffICIAL 
SOVIET AfRO-ASIAN SOLIBARITY COBHITTEE THAT CAREfULLY CRITICIZEB 
EGYPT'S NILlTARY ACTIONS AGAINST LIBYA, BUT AVOIBEB LABELING 
EGYPT AS THE AGGRESSOR. THESE STATENENTS INBICATE THAT THE SO- 
VIETS UANT TO AVOIB ANT fURTHER BETERIORATION IN RELATIONS 

WITH ECYPTIAM PRESIftEMT SA®AT*V 

■I SINCE THE HOSTILITIES LAST NECK BCTNEEN EGYPT ANB 

• LIBYA, SOVIET COnnCNTARY HAS BEEN fAR LESS SUPPORTIVE Of LM- 
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YAN PRESHeMT aADHAPI THAN IT «AS DUR1N6 TMO OCCASIONS IN THE 
PAST YEAN MHEN THE THNEAT OP HOSTILITIES EXISTEO. BNEIHNEVS 
RENANKS ON TUES.AY HERE PARTICULARLY HEAR AN» PRAVOA-S USE Of A 
STATENENT 9Y THE SOLIOARITY CONHITTEE STR0N6LY INOICATEO THAT 
nOSCOH SID NOT HANT TO ANTAOONIIE THE E6YPTIANS. AT NO POINT 
OURINS THE P16HTIN6 HAS THERE BEEN ANY SOVIET CRITICISB OP 
SABAT PERSONALLY. V 

M THE niLITARY CLASHES OVER THE HEEXENB »» NOT EVEN 
■rEEP the soviets FROB USINC E6YPT-S NATIONAL DAY TO CALL FOR A 
NORBALIIATION of SOVIET-EBYPTIAN RELATIONS. SOVIET ATTENDANCE 

at esyptian ebbassy receptions in boscoh has norbal, and there 
HAS NO indication that soviet officials conveyed any adverse 

REACTION TO THEIR ECYPTIAM HOSTS. V 

M THE BILD HANDLING OP THE EGYPTIANS SUGGESTS THAT BOS- 

COH, IN ADDITION TO TRYING TO PREVENT ANY FURTHER DETERIORATION 

IN ITS RELATIONS HITH CAIRO, IS ANXIOUS TO STABILIIE STATE-TO- 

ctate contacts in order to play a role in the ^ 

NESUHPIION OP THE GENEVA CONFERENCE ON THE BIDDLE EAST. TH 
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■VIETS PRESUttABLY REALIZE THAT THEY CANNOT HOPE TO PLAY A NEANING- 
rUL PART IN SETTLENENT DISCUSSIONS AS LONG AS THEIR RELATIONS 
UITH EGYPT DISARRAY 



